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in a degree beyond what their condition warranted. Every aid required was freely given by this state; and, from the certificates still preserved by some of the heads of villages, it would seem that all ranks behaved in the most friendly manner to a^ body of men, who prized such conduct the more from having* in other parts of their route, met with nothing but hostility. That the remaining part of the march of the Bengal force., after it passed the Nerbuddah, was unobstructed, may in some degree be ascribed to the conduct pursued by the puthans of Bhopal, whose behaviour on this memorable occasion, established a claim upon the British Government* which merited all the notice it has since received. In an official abstract made from the correspondence of General Goddard (15), it is stated that every effort was made to render the nuwab of Bhopai hostile to the English, but in vain ; he remained true to his first promise of friendship, though many of his fields and villages were, in consequence., plundered by the Mahrattahs.
In addition to the testimony of Major General, Sir John Malcolm, may be given the account of another officer, who had ample
(15) Sir John Malcolm says, " I obtained this abstract of the proceedings of the Bengal detachment at Bombay. There are no records of the progress of this corps in the political office at Calcutta."